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Architects GROUP A Location Amsteldijk 273, 1079 LL Amsterdam, Netherlands Use
Crematory Facilities Site Area 1,700m’ Bldg. Area 250m’ Gross Floor Area 750m’ Bldg.
Scale 1F Structure Concrete Base, Tensile: Membrane Max. Height 16m Exterior Finish
Tensile: Membrane Project Team Maarten van Bremen, Jos Qvermars, Folkert van Hagen,
Adam Visser Main Contractor Bouwbedrijf van Schaik BV Structural Engineer Breed 1D,
Tensile Tentech bv M-Installations Kemp Installatie BV E-Installations Hirdes Energie
Techniek Membrane Buitink Technology Cremation Furnace DFW Europe Client
Municipality Amstelveen Photo Digidaan
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Afitting way of leave-taking

Zorgvlied Crematorion is a stand-alone pavilion, housing a cremation furnace and processing
room, carefully embedded in the historical Zorgvied Cemetery in Amsterdam. It represents a
new approach to cremation allowing mourmers to accompany the remains of their beloved
ones as far as possible towards the cremation furnace. GROUP A has designed the innovative
structure to focus the minds on the ritual of leave-taking. To evake personal involvement.

The Crematorion, composed of the words cremate and constellation Orion, is housing a
cremation furnace and processing room, separate from the [usuall auditorium. The farewell
ceremony may be held in the auditorium of Zorgvlied or elsewhere - even at home. The
furnaces apening is connected directly to the outside. Also, unlike a regular service at a
crematorium, all invitees can be present at the moment the casket enters the furnace.
Allowing differing cultures to shape it and employing the rituals they consider most

appropriate.

Ritualin architecture and environment

The Térn high Crematorion is carefully embedded in the leafy surroundings of the cemetery
and the vegetation on both sides of the path continues rising along the walls of the exterior. The
Crematorion has a base made of stone and a light, tent-like superstructure aver it, ending into
a glass covered opening. The contrasting materials symbolise the tension between the
heaviness of the earth and the insubstantiality of the heavenly and spiritual. The opening in the
top is oriented to the sun and the rotation in the tent-structure stems from the difference
between the incidence of sunlight a/nd the direction of the site. Daylight comes from above into
the forecourt, where it ilumninates the glass mosaic wall. This wall also separates the forecourt

from the technical area of the Crematorion.

The final journey

The distinctive pavilion is a friendly and recognizable building, with its subtle hints of something
higher than the earthly sphere. In GROUP A's design, the routing through the historic Cemetery
- the journey of the deceased and the next of kin, from the auditorium to the Crematorion -
plays an important role. The verticality of the design reinforces the idea of the spirit of the

departed, rising to the imaginary stars. It helps to turn this final jourmey into a meaningful ritual.
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